
MINUTES 
TOWN OF EDGEWOOD 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING - AUGUST 5, 2015@ 6:30 P.M. 
EDGEWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER - #27 E. FRONTAGE ROAD 

• CALL TO ORDER. 
Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
Present: Counci lor John Abrams, Councilor Rita Loy Simmons, Councilor Chuck Ring, and 
Councilor Sherry Abraham. 
Also Present: Ms. Vanessa Chavez, Legal Counsel, Mr. Steve Shepherd, Administrator and 
Ms. Estefanie Muller, Clerk-Treasurer. 

• PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 
MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented. 

VOTE: 
Councilor Abrams seconded the motion. 
Councilor Simmons voted aye. Councilor Ring voted aye. Councilor 
Abraham voted aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

2. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA. 
A. Approval of the Draft Regular Council Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2015. 
B. Approval of the Draft Special Council Meeting Minutes of July 25, 20 15. 
C. Acknowledge Receipt of the Draft Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes 

of July 21 , 2015. (Meeting Cancelled for lack of Agenda items.) 
D. Acknowledge Receipt of the Draft Special Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 

Minutes of July 30, 2015. Note: The Regular Meeting of August 4, 20 15 has been 
cancelled. 

MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

VOTE: 
Councilor Abrams seconded the motion. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor Simmons voted aye. Councilor 
Ring voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. The motion carried. 

3. MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR. 
A. Recognition of Mr. John Suda. 
Mayor Hill stated John Suda was a citizen to be recognized. He was a very prominent 
man in the community and on the Library Board. He will be sadly missed. Mayor Hill 
called for a moment of silence. Counci lor Simmons stated Mr. Suda was instrumental in 
acquiring computers for the Library and was a soul of volunteerism. Councilor Ring 
stated Mr. Suda' s services were primarily for the Library; he got the first computers and 
also assisted in getting them replaced. 

B. Governing Body Attorney-Client Communication. 
Mayor Hill commented stating there are certain issues that would need legal counsel 
present. If it's a litigation issue, there may be the need to stop discussion and go into 
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Closed session. Ms. Chavez stated there are two things that may suspend litigation, 
attorney-client matter of course and the Governmental Conduct Act, for conflicts. Mayor 
Hill stated that discussion with litigants is inappropriate without legal counsel. Councilor 
Ring asked what if Staff has been asked to do something and has not been done. Mayor 
Hill stated the Governing Body established policy and response would depend on the 
request, some requests may be appropriate, or there could be lack of clarity, and may 
need to be an administrative request. Councilor Ring stated he feels there was a violation 
of the Open Meetings Act in removing him as Mayor Pro-Tem. Mayor Hill asked Ms. 
Chavez to provide a formal response on the action taken. 

C. Update on Economic Development Activity. 
Mayor Hill stated the community in on solid footing; the Council has been inundated 
with proposals. He stated negotiations are ongoing that will be a great benefit to the 
Town. These will be brought to the Governing Body in the future. 

D. Mayor Hill reminded everyone present on the annual Run, Rally, and Rock and 
invited everyone out on Saturday, August 8, 2015. There will be a parade, all day events, 
and The Wildlife West has special activities. The Chamber is still looking for volunteers; 
a driver and traffic controllers. 

4. MATTERS FROM THE COUNCILORS and/or ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
A. Clarification on the Meeting Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July I, 2015 

Councilor John Abrams. 
Mayor Hill explained that the Minutes of July 1, 2015 have been approved and Councilor 
Abrams is requesting they be amended. His comments will be reflected in the minutes of 
this meeting. 
Councilor Abrams stated he is bringing this to the Council's attention because he is 
concerned that when the minutes were approved, that what he actually said during the 
session was not accurately reflected in the minutes. The perception of what he said 
was reflected in the minutes, but what was actually said was not. And that is of concern, 
because perceptions are one thing, the actuality of what is being said is extremely 
important, especially in meeting minutes. It concerns him that this kind of interpretive 
license, if you will, on meeting minutes may have an effect in the future of the minutes 
that are presented as the public record. Councilor Abrams stated he took the libe1ty of 
asking the Town Clerk to provide a verbatim transcript of the audio recording. It is part 
of tonight's packet and is available if you want a copy of it. He stated that he did not 
want to read the whole thing over again, but would like to point out a couple of things. In 
the verbatim transcript about half way through, he made a statement that he couldn't 
understand what was going on. The word that was translated from the verbatim 
is the word "phantom" and the word actually used was the word "fathom." Once again 
interpretive licensing and those kinds of things I understand, because I can see that the 
recordings are sometimes difficult to understand, so there may be an issue. However, 
once again, when you are interpreting something you must have the intent along with 
in~e_pretation. Legal interpretations are very, very critical and we have to 
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have correct interpretation of what's being said. Councilor Abrams continued as having 
talked about this before, in other instances, but this is a very, very good example. He 
stated he would like to read what was said towards the end of his comment under Matters 
from Council , he s tated the following " he would ask very very cordially for Councilor 
Ring to very very carefully consider hi s current position." At no time did I ask for any 
action other than his consideration. And then I stated, I have nothing else to say. And 
with that, Counci lor Abrams stated he will have this in the record. Thank you very much. 

Mayor Hill thanked Councilor Abrams and stated he thinks everybody in the governing 
body agrees, it is the desire that the minutes truly and honestly reflect what is said, 
and intended at a Council meeting. He feels this Council does a good job of carefully 
review ing the minutes prior to approval. The minute' s process is not an exact science, 
legal counsel and the Municipal League has made it very clear that we don' t want 
verbatim, it is not advisable. We do have every opportunity to clarify and be transparent 
as to what transpires at Council meetings. It's not perfect science, just as the recording 
devices are not perfect; we' ve had issues in the past. I find that to be very troubling, that 
is why you see two devices instead of one. Hopefully the redundancy will prevent some 
of the issues we've had in the past. These devices do well with certain limitations and 
we will probably have to upgrade this technology at some point in the not too distant 
future. We as Council members, tend to not to speak clearly at all times during the 
meetings, I am just as guilty of that as anybody, and by not speaking clearly enough, the 
recorder wi ll not pick up. Again in the spirit of transparency and public record again lets 
proceed with caution. 

Councilor Abrams commented on Highway 344 with the new shoulders and road work. 
Mr. Henninger stated NMDOT is widening the shoulders to install guardrail. Mayor Hill 
stated a letter wi ll be sent to NMDOT asking them again to please notify the Town in 
writing on projects and conveying them verbally. 

Discussed were the trail and how the gravel washed out exposing the fabric. The Town 
wi ll need to go back and make the necessary improvements. Councilor Ring stated there 
were no compactions and no money to engineer the project; he sta ted no more money 
should be spent until there is a sure fix. 

5. MATTERS FROM THE MUNICIPAL JUDGE. 
A. Judge White w ill present his report for the month of July, 2015. 
Judge White presented his report w ith no questions from the Governing Body. Judge 
White stated he is working on a possible Ordinance change for harassment and the 
definition. He wi ll work with the Town's legal counsel , staff and the New Mexico 
Municipal League. 
MOTION: Councilor Simmons made a motion to approve the Judge' s Report fo r the 

month of July, 20 15. Councilor Ring seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor Ring voted aye. Councilor 
Simmons voted aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 
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6. PUBLIC COMMENTS OF GENERAL MATTERS. Limit to 2 minutes per person. 

Ms. Susan Simons, Chair of the Animal Welfare Advisory Board, referred to a letter she 
had addressed to the Mayor and Governing Body on behalf of the Advisory Board. She 
addressed issues on the new facility, one being the lack of a secure area for the Animal 
Control Officers bringing in animals, and the other issue on the c leaning system. Mayor 
Hill stated he would like to address these issues by meeting with Ms. Simon and then 
meet with the committee. He stated he welcomed their comments and some changes 
have been made to the facility. Counci lor Ring asked that a report be brought to them on 
decisions made to the facility. 

Mr. Ryan Brightbill discussed the need of repair to Horton Road between Nugent and 
Frost Road. He met with Chris Barela, Santa Fe County on the problem and asked if 
they could help the Town. He appreciated the road closed s igns that have been put up. 
Mayor Hill stated he is aware of the issues. 

7. NEW MEXICO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ANNUAL CONFERENCE VOTING 
DELEGATES. 
MOTION: Councilor Ring made a motion to appoint Rita Loy Simmons as the 

Voting Delegate and Mayor Hill as the Alternate. Councilor Abraham 
seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor Simmons voted aye. Councilor 
Ring voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. The motion carried. 

8. PUBLIC HEARi.NG. 
Legislative Procedure: Certification that Public Notice of this Meeting has been posted 
as required: Ms. Muller certified Public Notice of this Meeting was posted as required. 
A. Adoption of Gross Receipts Infrastructure Program. 

Mayor Hill stated this ordinance was adopted by The City of Rio Rancho and is best 
described as a mini tax increment district proposal. This proposal has been a very viable 
tool to enhance the economic development within the city. This best suits a specific 
project that has to be viable on the way before it gets taxed. 
Mayor Hill requested that they continue this public hearing to the next council meeting. 
MOTi.ON: Councilor Abraham made a motion to continue this Public Hearing to the 

next Counci l Meeting. Councilor Simmons seconded the motion. 

Mr. John Bassett asked if there would be a creation of a fund for this. Mayor Hill stated 
yes, the Town ledger would track separately. The annual audit would also have this in 
the report. 
VOTE: Counci lor Abraham voted aye. Counci lor Ring voted aye. Councilor 

Simmons voted aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

9. PUBLIC HEARING. 
Legislative Procedure: Certification that Public Notice of this Meeting has been posted 
as required: Ms. Muller certified that Public Notice of this Meeting has been posted as 
required. 
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A. Amendments to Zoning Ordinance No. 2014-02. 

Mr. Shepherd thanked Janelle Turner and John Bassett for their input and reviewed the 
changes to the Ordinance as follows: 
Section 14. R-3 Residential/Institutional Zone, 2. b. will state: "The gross density of lots 
shall not exceed six (6) dwelling units per acre, if connected to on-site septic and twelve 
(12) dwelling units per acre, if connected to the Town wastewater treatment facility; and" 
Also, add #4. Medical Care Provider Offices. 
MOTION: Councilor Abrams made a motion to approve Zoning Ordinance No. 

2014-02 amendments under Section 14. R-3 Residential/Institutional 
Zone, B.2.b. to state: The gross density oflots shall not exceed six (6) 
dwelling units per acre, if connected to on-site septic and twelve( 12) 
dwelling units per acre, if connected to the Town wastewater treatment 
facility; and" and to add B.2.4. to state: Medical Care Provider Offices. 
Councilor Simmons seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Councilor Abraham voted aye. Councilor Ring voted aye. Councilor 
Simmons voted aye. Councilor Abrams voted aye. The motion carried. 

10. RESOLUTIONS. 
A. Amendment to Resolution No. 20 15-11 - A Resolution to Participate in the New 
Mexico Department of Transportation Municipal Arterial Program (MAP) within The 
Town of Edgewood, New Mexico. 
Mr. Shepherd stated the resolution needs to include the scope of work and asked for a 
motion to this. 
MOTION: Councilor Abrams made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2015-11. 

VOTE: 
Councilor Simmons seconded the motion. 
Councilor Abrams voted aye. Councilor Simmons voted aye. Councilor 
Ring voted aye. Councilor Abraham voted aye. The motion carried. 

11. MATTERS FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR. 
Mr. Shepherd stated Bonnie Pettee has accepted the position of Planning Assistant and 
Rebecca Sanchez has been hired as the Secretary-Receptionist. 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS and/or CALENDAR REVIEW. 
A. Regular Council Meeting - August 19, 20 15 @ 6:30 P.M. 
B. Regular Council Meeting- September 2, 20 15 @ 6:30 P.M. 
Mayor Hill stated he would be on Channel 2 to promote Run, Rally, Rock. The 
Governing Body discussed the September Council Meetings, to be scheduled on 
September 9th and September 16th

• 

NOTE: The Town Offices will be closed on Monday, September 7, 2015 in 
observance of Labor Day. 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS. 
A. Public Hearing - Adoption of the 2017-202 1 ICIP. 
B. Public Hearing - Continuation of the Wastewater Ordinance. 
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14. ADJOURN. 
MOTION: 

VOTE: 

Councilor Simmons made a motion to adjourn the Meeting. Councilor 
Abrams seconded the motion. 
All Councilors voted aye . The motion carried. 

Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

PASSED, APRROVED and ADOPTED this 9th day of September, 2015. 

Brad E. Hill , Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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